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‘ruity tale with a hidden message

nmughalingam took her work a step
ther in an effort to reach as many peo-
as possible, at her own cost and to what
s? .

eople scratched their heads, they
1ed the poster this way and that, smiled

ttle bit and guessed at what it was all ~

ut.
n artist whose primary concerns have

and say it all.

of her works have
es with a specific

deep understanding of

symbol, she has-an e«

grasp of imagery within the word and the
cadence of their sounds when you say
them: .

Here is a once upon a time story about
the Ogre Citrus set in the realms of a Mag-
ical Mystery World, where Ogres run
multinationals and wizards make rotten

y juicy.
have a taste
realised its

ensive,
The people suffered.

The artist tells us_how the angels
searched for someone who cared. It seems

All the time, new rotten lemons were
being produced ... the people lived in hope
and they told the Angels to ask God for
Justice,

For it was obvious to them now that true
Jjustice comes only from God.

Each poster is personally signed by the
artist herself. : . :
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to - as always ~ injustice.

The newest paintings deal with figure
but from a much looser stance and with a
closer regard for the drawn line.

effected by the masterful introduction of
And unlike the new breed of artists
embroiled in their various social message,
Shanmughalingam has riever lost sight of
the purely aesthetic concerns which must
always dominate a piece of art, ;
sharp renditions,
th come back to the
vi esolate. And'it is
more the canvasses’ mood rather than
their literal meaning that affect us.
lyness which the artist has
in her work; even.in early
’s Vietnam, the images are
1t out, C
However, the clever play of white pig-
ment on the darker centrepiece lends for
some textural effects, and the unconscious
reading of form lends for a composition
which immediately conveys the crucifix-
ion at its most dramatic.

In the end, it becomes clear that the
ges
nor
her

ork

lat-
ed through her creative imagination.
Issues of injustice, destruction and the
general irreverence for human life, from
the state of the Penan to the question of
Beirut, infuriates the artist,

well as the careful consideration of the
suc-
sion

an
her sophisticated way of telling the story.
The retrospective show is a powerful
personal, artistic and vital documentation
of the journey taken by Nirmala Dutt
Shanmughalingam in voicing all the anxi-
eties that have-grown in her heart.
She has become one-of the most signifi-

can artists - in
her new ways
to s a art,

Q Nirmala Dutt Shanmughalingam: A Rét=
rospective will be held at Valentine Willie
Fine Art from March 3-31. Details: = 03-252
1449.



